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Proclamations Proc. 8982 

Proclamation 8981 of May 17, 2013 

National Safe Boating Week, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Every year, the United States Coast Guard joins partners nationwide to 
raise awareness about boating responsibly. We highlight that important 
work during National Safe Boating Week, and we encourage all boaters to 
take appropriate precautions before casting off this season. 

Safe boating starts onshore. Americans planning to spend a day on the 
water should prepare by filing a float plan with family or a friend, getting 
a free vessel safety check, and participating in a boating safety course. As 
they embark, boaters should make sure they have checked the marine fore-
cast and all passengers are wearing a life jacket. And to put an end to pre-
ventable accidents that claim too many lives every year, individuals should 
never operate a boat under the influence of drugs or alcohol. 

Boating is an important part of our national heritage. This week, let us 
carry that tradition forward by following commonsense safety procedures 
and keeping our lakes, rivers, and oceans safe for all to enjoy. 

In recognition of the importance of safe boating practices, the Congress, by 
joint resolution approved June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C. 131), as amended, has au-
thorized and requested the President to proclaim annually the 7-day period 
prior to Memorial Day weekend as ‘‘National Safe Boating Week.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim May 18 through May 24, 2013, as National 
Safe Boating Week. I encourage all Americans who participate in boating 
activities to observe this occasion by learning more about safe boating prac-
tices and taking advantage of boating education. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8982 of May 17, 2013 

Emergency Medical Services Week, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

In every corner of our country, emergency medical services (EMS) practi-
tioners are hard at work delivering hope and care to Americans in dire cir-
cumstances. In the face of chaos and tragedy, their steady hands provide 
vital, life-saving services, and their calm under pressure delivers comfort 
to neighbors in need. During Emergency Medical Services Week, we pause 
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to offer our gratitude to these remarkable men and women, whose dedica-
tion is fundamental to our society’s well-being. 

In recent weeks, we have again seen the critical role EMS professionals 
play in times of crisis. When explosives went off at the Boston Marathon, 
EMS personnel rushed toward the blasts and, with selfless disregard for 
their own safety, immediately tended to the injured. Alongside countless 
volunteers and ordinary citizens, they demonstrated the very best of the 
American spirit—a spirit that EMS professionals display every day. My Ad-
ministration remains dedicated to providing these courageous first respond-
ers, emergency medical technicians, 911 dispatchers, law enforcement offi-
cers, volunteers, and others throughout our health care system with the 
support they need to aid the American people in their darkest hours. 

When Americans find themselves in times of crisis—from car accidents to 
national tragedies—our robust network of EMS professionals ensures that 
quality medical care is only moments away. This week, let us recommit to 
supporting EMS personnel and thanking them for their heroic contributions 
to our lives. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 19 through May 25, 
2013, as Emergency Medical Services Week. I encourage all Americans to 
observe this occasion by sharing their support with their local EMS pro-
viders and taking steps to improve their personal safety and preparedness. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8983 of May 17, 2013 

World Trade Week, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As a Nation, we need to do everything we can to create good, middle-class 
jobs right here in America. And one of the best ways we can do that is by 
boosting manufacturing and expanding trade that allows us to sell more of 
our goods and services all around the world. We have made important 
progress toward meeting that goal under our National Export Initiative, and 
we are taking historic steps to help our businesses access new markets 
abroad. But we cannot stop there. We need to keep making the investments 
in commerce and infrastructure that drive our economic growth and bring 
more Americans into a thriving middle class. 

We can start by modernizing our roads, bridges, and ports. These upgrades 
would allow American companies to ship their goods faster and cheaper, 
and they would encourage businesses worldwide to set up shop here and 
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